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The human need for role models 


Alave yao ever heard of Moses, esas, Goniuicius, Krashnaor the Buridhia? Mow 
about Gandhi, Mother Therese or Martin Luther King? if you lant in the West 
theres 8 goGc.chance: that you know. abe abouk these peop and that 
accompashrmant= In mais eternal search for eomortality and meaning, rey 
Ieadore snd heroes, both true ond False, have made-thain gpbesreance on the 
word stage. The npepect and roverence.shown to such figures anmng people 
of every notionality, in ovary age, poets bo adeap human need to beleve in 
Men Greater than oneal, inv an athena to transcend te confinis of 
Ones own irmubed cetence. Ve saothie theme coc nv world myths, oars: 
hen storien, and in che mealiescion of people who have bern ripened by thei 
iors CO SUbEruMman.or godly status. 


Mast inuceted people today are Scaphts, and vin) such ators an the 
charming remnants of 6 simpler age And with ginbatsation and the steady 
stream of pew religuons and ideologies that people are exposed to, may ba 
herd to kereqwy whit fo believe 


SON Hind iteabker bo ig hone Spiritual (uetons aiLogetnes To ctisa neta cn 
their raiqtionshens, careers andl ‘geiting ahnad Yet we know bint eemessive 
materialism stilies the mind and epirit despite tachnoiogical ddvanned, the 
dean yeaning to bateves in a Higher Power tru acership, and an ultmoate 
purpose ey ifs femiaing. In this dey and age who can be trusted as a guide in 
both eomituel ancwotidiy matters? 


There is one leaden aul largely unleriown to the Wiret, whos an eatreerdinary 
fale minde) that paapie oof all backgrounda can relate toc the Propher 
Mubhomrmracl The datos of Muhomimiend’s sacral lite haat begin careetully 
preserved nnd hava been subpcted to the scrunny of beter, saat and 
weer in nontrmat. to ethers who have ochieved canoe, for their 
Bccompeshmants.in a limibed-sphearsot actin Muhammad's achinvinancs 
Apa al payor onnas or Rie The hestorin AAichee , et are 
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Why does the average European or 
American know so little about a man whose 
life was So exceptional? 


Irrational fears and negative propaganda, cating back to the 
Crusades and exaggerated by the media, have created a 
imental block’ for many people against all things Arab or 
Islamic, and the two terms are often mistakenly confused. As 
we enter the age of the global village, is it not time for those 
who pride themselves on being unprejudiced, independent 
thinkers to put aside these mental relics from a bygone era? 
VWe invite you to take a few minutes to explore a new 
understanding of religious leadership, and in so doing, to 
catch a glimpse of a man whois loved by one-fifth of the people 
on this planet. 


Aial=meielale(=) elms) 
prophethooad in Islam 


For a Muslim, a Prophet does not primarily imply someone 
able to foretell the future although most of Muhammad's 
predictions have already been fulfilled in astonishing ways 
but a man sent by God to call people to repent, have faith, and 
dedicate their lives to doing good, thereby helping them 
rediscover the purpose for which they were created, 
Prophets area not considered to be Divina, and are not 
prayed to or worshipped though they were men of 
outstanding character and spirituality who were protected 
from committing sins, performed miracles, received 
revelation and communed with God, 


islam teaches that God is One, without partner or associate; 
ho human being can share in any of the qualities that are 
unique to the Intelligent Creator and Sustainer of our vast 


and complex universe. Muhammad was no more than God's. 


honoured servant and Messenger, yet he embodied the best 
of human potential, and that is what continues to make him 
50 appealing and accessible today. Last in a line of Prophets 
and Messengers sent by God to all people on earth including 
Noah, Abraham, Moses and Jesus who effected the large- 
scale transformation of individuals and society, Muhammad 
was unsurpassed es teacher and guide. Speaking of his own 
role as the last true Prophet before Judgement Day, he said; 


The parable of me in relation to the Prophets who came 
before me is that of a man who built. a house beautifully end 
well, except that one brick in its corner was missing. The 
people went around it and wonderad at its beauty, but said "If 
only that brick were put in its place!" | am that brick, and lam 
the last of the Prophets.’ 





exe Muhammad, the Prophet 


Muhammad's personal life 


Muhammad was born in 570 AD to a noble family of Makkah, 
and was @ descendant of the Prophet Abraham. Orphaned 
at six, Muhammad was a thoughtful youth who worked asa 
shepherd and helped his uncle with the trade caravans, Asa 
teenager he rejected the immoral customs of his people, 
who had become steeped in idolatry, and joined a chivalrous 
order earning the nickname ‘The Trustworthy’, At age 25 he 
found employment with a wealthy widow of 40 named 
Khadijah. managing her business, Impressed by his honesty 
and character, Khadijah proposed marriage and he 
accepted. Despite their age difference, they were happily 
married for 25 years, and were blessed with six children. 


After Khadijah's death Muhammad married several women 
for political and hurnanitarian reasons, as was expected of a 
man of his position; all but one were widows and divorcees. 
He was a loving and considerate husband and father, and his 
family was devoted to him despite his valuntary poverty, for 
he put into practice his own advice, 'the best of you is the one 
whois best to his own family.’ 


Muhammad received his first revelation from God at 40, 
through the Ange! Gabriel He continued to receive 
revelations for 23 years, on topics ranging from the 
Oneness of God and His wondrous handiwork, to stories of 
earlier prophets, morality and ethics, and lite after death. 
These revelations became collectively known as the Gur’an, 
and are considered by Muslims to be the literal word of God; 
the Prophet's own words were collected separately. 
Muhammad's call to monotheism and social reform was 
heavily opposed by the Makkan elite; after enduring thirteen 
years of intense persecubon, he and his followers were 
invited to relocate to Madinah, a town tothe north that had 
been torn apart by generations of intertribal warfare 


Muhammad successfully settled their differences and 
forged:a bond of brotherhood between the two warring 
factions, as well as between the locals and the new 
emigrants. For Arab tribal society, this was an amazing 
accomplishment. The early Muslims learned to implement 
the golden rule under the Prophet's tutelage: 'No one truly 
believes until he desires for his brother what he desires for 
himself.’ 
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~ What's Available at WAMY 
Books 


INSIGHT INTO ISLAM 


4A comprehensive book that introduces the principles of islam and why 
peome follow its way of lite. Fluentiy written, straightfonvardly arganised 
and very Well designed. The book combines text, pictures and graphics ina 
ReautiALll artistic blend, 


Other Brochures about Islam In this series 


“islam and the environment 
= What 6 islam? a holistle view, 
» The Qur'an: a book you can belleve in 
» Muhammad: 3 role model for anew millennium. 
> Wamen in Slam: beyond stereotypes, 
+ Jesus: an islamic view, 
» Discover islam booklets 


Exhibition material about Islam 


Also available from WAMY 2 UNIQUE Set of posters, sultable for exhibitions 
and all events aimed at introducing the teachings of stam, Al size posters, 
full colour and very well designed using the most up-to-date computer 
design packages. Two sets of exhibition posters are available: 


Anew, Improved set.of 30. Full colour posters. 
These Unigue posters have proved very Weeful for exhibithons a5 they 
introduce the various aspects of islam, in a succinct, yet comprehensive 
Wiley, 


i 205) Aset of ten posters presenting the role of 
WOMeNIn Slamic society, Through its different sections, This set of posters 
helps to refute the negative stereotypical images about Muslim women. 


Authentic information about Islam can be accessed from: 


ww sianoniine net 
WWW. harunyanya com 
Ww mustimherltage.com 
Www Ta inventions.com 
WianLdiscover-islam-online.com 


Interested in earring more about Islam, or to order any of 


; +44 (0) 20-7636 7010 


Rigesigned by wer vgorestives rom 





For Muhammad, religion was. not a matter of personal conviction 
alone but a complete way of life, and Madinah flourished under hes 
leadership, The Madinan model of government, based on justice, 
respect for human dignity and Gac-consciousness, became the 
template to which Muslims have looked for guidance and 
inspiration ever since. The Prophet drew up the word's first 
constitution in which the rights of religiaus minorities. were 
protected. and entered |nto treaties and alliances with 
neighbourng tribes. He sent letters to the rulers of the Persians, 
Eqyotians, Abyssinians and Byzantines, announcing his message of 
pure monotheism and inviting them to accept Islam. For: the first 
time in history, women, children, orphans, foreigners and slaves 
were granted extensive rights and protection, Many of the 
Prophet's concerns seem surpmsingly ‘modern’ he condemned 
racism and nationalism, saying ‘there is no superiority of an Arab 
over a nonmvirab, or a white man over a black man, except in 
righteousness.’ 


He established laws protecting animals; trees and the 
environment, He encouraged free trade and ethical Investments, 
but secured workers! mghts and forbade usury Ha worked for 
peace, but defined the parameters of the judicious use of force, 
when force was needed, He convinced people to give up aleahal, 
drugs, prostiputinn and crime, and promoted healthy living, He 
condemned domestic violence, encouraged his wives to speak 
their qen mind, and granted Muslim women many rights not 
dreamed of in Europe until centurias-later, including the right to 
own property, react arranged marriages, and seek divorce 
because of incompatibility And the Prophet encouraged his 
followers to seek beneficial knowledge wherever it could be found, 
with the result thet Muslims never experienced a conflict between 
science and religion, and led the world in many fields of learning for 
centures afterwards. Although his enduring legacy can be 
observed ih everything from art to polities, Muhammad's greatest 
achievement by far was to re-establish pure monotheiem, As 
simple and straightigrward to understand as the nucleus at the 
centre ofan atom, the concept of One God lies at the heart of 
Islamic culture, Musinns tunn to their Creator for guidance, without 
the need for intermediaries, or the loss of dignity that idplatry and 
Superstition bring. 





In the bref space of one generation and during his own 
lifetime, the Prophet Muhammad* successfully transformed 
the faith, mentality and culture of the people of Arabia; within 
100 years his message had touched the hearts and lives of 
millions in Africa, Asia and parts of Europe. The Prophet 
foretold that each succeeding generation would be worse 
than the one before it, and true to his prediction, Muslirns have 


not always understood or honoured his example. But 


Muhammad's teachings, speeches and customs were 
carefully noted down by his Companions, and compiled into 
books of authentic sayings which are available in translation, 
Along with the Gur'an, they form the holistic foundation of a 
satisfying way of life for practising Muslims, while for others, 
they provide a fascinating glimpse into the heart and mind of 
an exceptional man and role model! from whom much can be 
learned. 


The Prophet accomplished all this through the strength of his 
character and personal example; he inspired in his followers a 
lave, devotion and sense of awe that was unparalleled. While 
other men would have been corrupted by the absolute power 
that he wielded in his later years, Muhammad remained 
humble, ever-aware of the Source of his blessings. 'l am just 
God's servant, he said, and | have only been sent as a teacher: 
Although he spent his days in serving people and his nights in 
prayer, he preached religious moderation and balance; he 
forbade his followers to adopt a monastic lifestyle and 
preferred that they establish strong families and engage 
themselves in bettering the world around them, while 
remaining deeply conscious of Gad. 
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A role model for a new 
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